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Abstract 

The paper aims to illustrate one of the main features of the naturalistic turn – overcoming of the sceptic’s chal-
lenge by «putting metaphysics first» (M. Devitt). The sceptic’s argument is viewed as a consequence of the 
wrong direction of thought from a priori epistemology and/or semantics to a priori metaphysics. The natural-
istic turn gives us a chance to give up the sceptic’s argumentation by allowing to argue from empirical meta-
physics to empirical epistemology and/or semantics. Various examples of the advantage of the naturalized 
view are given. In particular, it is shown how to avoid scepticism, which is a follow-up of the indetermination 
and underdetermination problems and constructivist ideology. 

Keywords  
naturalistic turn, scepticism, semantic priority, underdetermination, constructivism, realism. 

Acknowledgements  
…If any, including references to grants/funds that supported the research conducted… 

For citation 
Ivanov I. I. Naturalistic Turn: Putting Metaphysics First. Siberian Journal of Philosophy, 2019, vol. …, no. …, 
p. … (in Russ.) DOI 10.25295/2541-7517- 

 
The main text of the article.  

References 

Information about the Authors 

 

Bibliographic references are formatted as follows: books, articles – [Rawls, 1995], citations 

– [Horton, 2006. P. 427]. The text of the article may contain footnotes at the bottom of the page, 

with numbers starting with 1. For example, …1. The second example2.  

Links to Internet sources can only be used as footnotes, for example3.  

The text of the article may contain the dash of one kind only, the so-called “short dash” 

(keys combination: CTRL + Num-). As a punctuation mark the dash requires spaces on both sides, 

if it denotes an interval the dash requires no blank spaces (2–3, 1920–1940; but with a commentary: 

end of 1920 – beginning of 1921.).  

 

                                                           

1 We agree here with V.E. Petrov’s opinion [Petrov, 2002. P. 111]. 
2 A detailed analysis of the approach see in [Rorty, 1979]. 
3 See: Husserl E. Philosophy as Rigorous Science // URL:  http://www.philosophy.ru/library/husserl/ 

gus_fil.html. Date of access: 11.09.2001 
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